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The Townsend crusade gained recruits from the defeated
EPIC forces, spreading over the nation and raising almost a
million dollars in two years by donations, card parties,
dances, quilting bees, raffles and box suppers, as well as by
subscriptions to the Townsend Weekly, where homey in-
spiration was interlarded with advertisements for trusses and
artificial teeth. This agitation undoubtedly speeded passage
of the social-security act in 1935. The next year the founder
claimed five million members. Some politicians in both par-
ties hopefully plumped for it, but the 1936 presidential elec-
tion demonstrated that the Union party, formed by Town-
sendites and other irregulars with Congressman William
Lemke as their nominee, could command no better than nine
hundred thousand votes. The fact that Roosevelt and most
New Dealers opposed the scheme had disheartened followers
of little faith. A congressional investigation of Dr. Town-
send and his conviction early in 1937 of contempt of the
House helped also to discredit the movement, suggesting that
a pathetic crusade had fallen prey to demagogy and the profit
motive.
Its decay provided the humus from which sprang another
California mushroom of hope and heresy. The promoters
were more worldly than Dr. Townsend and essentially cyn-
ical: a technocrat named Roy Owens, the brothers Lawrence
and Willis Allen (who gained apparently the lion's share of
the proceeds) and one Robert Noble (who later went to
prison for fascist agitation in the Second World War). This
was the so-called "Thirty Dollars Every Thursday" plan,
which promised "Ham and Eggs** to all the faithful. Specifi-
cally, it would give to every unemployed Californian over
fifty a pension, to be financed from the circulation of one-
dollar warrants on which each holder must affix a two-cent
stamp every week prior to spending it* Narrowly defeated in
Y., 1946), 299. For the plan and its fallacies, see H. S. Pritchett, "The Old
Age Pension as Related to American Life," Carnegie Foundation for the Advance-
ment of Teaching, I3tk Ann. Rep, (1935), 15-26.

